
[bookmark: _Hlk173757109]APPLICATION COVER PAGE

	Applicant Entity Name:
	

	Chief Executive - Name/Title:
	

	Phone:
	
	E-mail:
	

	Headquarters Street Address:
	

	Headquarters City/State/Zip:
	

	*Federal UEI Number:
	

	*     Applicants must provide the entity’s UEI or describe their capacity to complete the UEI process before contracts are awarded. If the Applicant doesn’t have a UEI, please use this section to describe the steps that have been taken to begin the UEI request process (must include the initial date of UEI application). 
	

	(Provide the information requested below only if different from above)

	Lead Point of Contact for Application - Name/Title:
	

	Phone:
	
	E-mail:
	

	Street Address:
	

	City/State/Zip:
	



· [bookmark: _Hlk510374961]This Application and the pricing structure contained herein will remain firm for a period of 180 days from the date and time of the bid opening.
· No personnel currently employed by the Department or any other State agency participated, either directly or indirectly, in any activities relating to the preparation of the Applicant’s Application.
· No attempt has been made, or will be made, by the Applicant to induce any other person or firm to submit or not to submit an Application.
· The above-named organization is the legal entity entering into the resulting contract with the Department should they be awarded the contract.
· The undersigned is authorized to enter contractual obligations on behalf of the above-named organization.

☐ By checking this box, I am attesting that to the best of my knowledge, all information provided in the enclosed application, both programmatic and financial, is complete and accurate at the time of submission.
	Name (Print):
	Title:

	Authorized Signature (not printed)
	Date:



DEBARMENT, PERFORMANCE, and NON-COLLUSION CERTIFICATION

	Applicant Entity Name:
	



[bookmark: _Hlk81301116][bookmark: _Hlk115351697]By submitting this document, I certify to the best of my knowledge and belief that the aforementioned organization, its principals and any subcontractors named in this application:
a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, and declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from bidding or working on contracts issued by any governmental agency.
b. Have not within three years of submitting the application for this contract been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for:
i. Fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a federal, state, or local government transaction or contract.
ii. Violating Federal or State antitrust statutes or committing embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property.
c. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State, or Local) with the commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (b) of this certification.
d. Have not within a three (3) year period preceding this application had one or more federal, state, or local government transactions terminated for cause or default.
e. Have not entered into a prior understanding, agreement, or connection with any corporation, firm, or person submitting a response for the same materials, supplies, equipment, or services and this application is in all respects fair and without collusion or fraud. The above-mentioned entities understand and agree that collusive bidding is a violation of state and federal law and can result in fines, prison sentences, and civil damage awards.





LITIGATION
	Applicant Entity Name:
	



	Applicants must include a list of all current litigation in which the Applicant is named and a list of all closed cases that have closed within the past five (5) years in which the Applicant paid the claimant either as part of a settlement or by decree.  For each, list the entity bringing suit, the complaint, the accusation, amount, and outcome. Indicate N/A if not applicable.

	



By submitting this document, I certify to the best of my knowledge and belief that the aforementioned organization, its principals and any subcontractors named in this application.


MAINE RFSI ENVIRONMENTAL PRESCREENING WORKSHEET
	Applicant Entity Name:
	


All activities funded under this RFA must comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and related applicable agency regulations and instructions, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA),  the Endangered Species Act (ESA), other laws and regulations as outlined therein, and any applicable state, local, or tribal laws. A review for NEPA compliance is required prior to the award of grant funds. If selected for an award, applicants must provide all requested information to support compliance with NEPA, NHPA, ESA, and all other federal environmental laws and regulations. Additional details, including information about the USDA seeking comments on the Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Program Programmatic Environmental Assessment, can be found here: Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Program | Agricultural Marketing Service (usda.gov). The Department and the USDA  reserve the right to require additional NEPA screening and site-specific environmental review and assessment prior to awarding any contracts that are made as a result of this RFA.
Please complete the following form to the best of your knowledge as it relates to the proposed Application.
A.  General Information

	Location of Proposed Action (Farm, Tract, GPS location, etc
	

	Approximate Acreage Impacted by Proposed Equipment Investment
	

	Total Acreage Owned at Proposed Site
	

	Primary Current Land Use
	


B. Prescreening Questions, Please Respond with Yes, No, or Possibly to the Following:

	Does the Application involve any ground-disturbing activities?
	

	Does the Application involve any vegetation or habit removal?
	

	Is there an adjacent river, stream, or water body?
	

	Will the Application increase the emissions of carbon dioxide, methane, and/or nitrous oxide (increased use of internal combustion engines, manure, management, etc.)?
	

	Will the Application alter the configuration of a structure greater than 50-years of age with historical significance, impact the general aesthetic of the property or visual resources (i.e., natural, or man-made features that give a particular environment its aesthetic qualities)?
	

	Will there be a permanent increase in noise, odor, or traffic as a result of the Application?
	



C. Comments

	If “yes” or “possibly” was indicated to any of the above, or you wish to provide additional information, please elaborate in 500 words or less.
	

	If applicable to your Application, please provide details on your utility connections and capacity to support new construction, renovation, and/or equipment in 250 words or less.
	

	If applicable, please provide a description of the status of any currently in-process renovations at the application site in 250 words or less.
	



D. Environmental Law and Policy Prescreening Question

To your best knowledge, is the Application proposed to be located within an area that may potentially affect any of the following resources? (check all that apply)

	☐ Cultural or Historic Resources
	☐ Land of High Agricultural Value
	☐ Threatened or Endangered Species or Critical Habitat

	☐ Coastal Barrier Resources
	☐ Migratory Birds
	☐ Wetlands

	☐ Coastal Zone
	☐ National Natural Landmarks
	☐ Wilderness Areas

	☐ Environmental Justice Communities
	☐ Nationwide River Inventory
	☐ Wild and Scenic River

	☐ Floodplains
	☐ Prime & Unique Farmlands
	☐ 303(d) Listed Waterway

	☐ Highly Erodible Land
	☐ Sole Source Aquifer
	☐ Other Resources of Concern
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RFSI EQUIPMENT-ONLY GRANT APPLICATION
The RFSI Equipment-Only Grant Application should include an application narrative that describes the overall scope of the application and how it aligns with the program goals and priorities. Applicants must attach a vendor quote(s) to substantiate the costs of each piece of equipment, which can include contracts, catalog pricing, or binding quotes provided by licensed commercial entities.

SECTION 1: APPLICANT INFORMATION



A. Applicant Organization

	Application Organization Name:
	

	UEI:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Email Address:
	



☐ Please check this box if the applicant entity considers the contents of this application to be confidential business information (CBI)

B. Physical Address of Applicant Headquarters

	Street:
	

	City
	

	State
	

	Zip:
	



C. Mailing Address (If different from above)

	Street:
	

	City
	

	State
	

	Zip:
	



D. Which of the following categories best describes the person/people completing this application? 
*Please select all that apply

☐ Owner of applicant organization entity	☐ Employee of the applicant organization
☐ Technical service provider		☐ Business advisor
☐ Grant writer				☐ Family/friend		☐ Other



E. Primary Point of Contact

List the person(s) who will be the primary point of contact for any correspondence. The first contact listed should be responsible for signing any documentation should the grant be awarded.

	Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Email Adress:
	

	
	

	Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Email Adress:
	




F. Type of Applicant
Check the box for all that apply below (agricultural producers or processors must select two boxes to also indicate for-profit or nonprofit status): 

☐ Agricultural producers or processors, or groups of agricultural producers and processors.
☐ For-profit entities operating middle-of-the-supply-chain activities such as processing, aggregation, or distribution of targeted agricultural products, whose activities are primarily focused on the benefit of local and regional producers and that meet the eligibility requirements of the SBA small business size standards are eligible. For more information on these size standards, please visit SBA's Size Standards webpage. For a quick check on whether your business qualifies, please use the Size Standards Tool.
☐ Nonprofit organizations operating middle-of-the-supply-chain activities such as processing, aggregation, and distribution of targeted agricultural products
☐ Local government entities operating middle-of-the-supply-chain activities such as processing, aggregation, and distribution of targeted agricultural products
☐ Tribal governments operating middle-of-the-supply-chain activities such as processing, aggregation, and distribution of targeted agricultural products.
☐ Institutions such as schools, universities, or hospitals bringing producers together to establish cooperative or shared infrastructure or invest in equipment that will benefit multiple producers' middle-of-the-supply-chain activities such as processing, aggregation, and distribution of the targeted agricultural products.

G. Historically Underserved Farmer Applicant
Please indicate if the applicant is a Historically Underserved Farmer or Disadvantaged Entity in any of the following categories (see RFA for definitions applicable to this application; select all that apply).

☐ Beginning Farmer and Ranchers
☐ Socially Disadvantaged Farmer
☐ Veteran Producer or Processor
☐ Limited Resource Farmer
☐ Local Food Purchase Assistance (LFPA) Producer Partner
☐ An entity that meets that meets the SBA-determined criteria for one or more of the SBA categories of small disadvantaged business, women-owned small business, or veteran-owned small business;
Please describe if the applicant is a Historically Underserved Farmer or a Disadvantaged Entity in any of the above categories.


	




SECTION 2: APPLICATION SUMMARY

A. Application Title

Provide a descriptive application title in 15 words or less in the space below.

	







B. Executive Summary


Please provide an Executive Summary of 250 words or less suitable for dissemination to the public. An Executive Summary provides a very brief description of your application. An Executive Summary must include:
1. The name of the applicant organization,
2. A statement that, if awarded a grant, the organization will establish an agreement or contractual relationship with the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to lead and execute the equipment investment,
3. The application's purpose, deliverables, and expected outcomes and,
4. A description of the general tasks/activities to be completed if funding is awarded.


	
















SECTION 3: PRODUCT INFORMATION


A. Application Product Category

Check only ONE box that best describes your proposed equipment activities.
☐ Foods and beverage products inclusive of 51% or more specialty crops (farm cultivated and processed for human food consumption)
☐ Foods and beverage products inclusive of 51% or more Maine dairy or eggs
☐ Foods and beverage products inclusive of 51% or more Maine grains intended for human consumption
☐ Foods and beverage products inclusive of 51% or more Maine-farmed aquaculture
☐ Maine specialty food and beverage products inclusive of 51% or more Maine-grown and harvested ingredients that do not fit into one of the above categories OR specialty foods and beverages that include one or more Maine-grown and harvested ingredients but are unable to be manufactured with 51% or more Maine grown and harvested raw agricultural ingredients.

B. Primary Ingredients

Please complete the following table to document the food and beverage product(s) that your proposed special purpose equipment will be utilized to conduct middle of the supply chain activities for.

	All applicants

Add or subtract rows as necessary

	All applicants:
Product Type
Does not have to be item specific can be “granola bar” “cookie” “pickles”
	All applicants:
List Primary Maine Grown & Harvested Ingredients & Estimated % Volume for Each
(E.g. Flour 47%, Apples 5%)
Must Equal 51% for ALL categories other than Specialty Food and Beverage Products
	All applicants:
List primary  ingredients NOT grown & harvested in Maine & estimated % volume for each

	ONLY applicants applying in specialty food and beverage product category:
Describe and justify why 51% of the primary ingredients are not able to be sourced from Maine-grown and harvested raw agricultural ingredients.

	Product 1
	
	
	
	

	Product 2
	
	
	
	

	Product 3
	
	
	
	

	Product 4
	
	
	
	

	Product 5
	
	
	
	

	Product 6
	
	
	
	




C. Percentage of Maine-grown and Harvested Ingredients
What percentage (by volume excluding water) of Maine-grown and harvested raw agricultural ingredients will be included in the food and beverage product(s) listed in the application? Note: awardees will be required to report on this metric.
☐ 1-10% 		☐ 11-25%		☐ 26-50%		☐ 51-66%		☐  67% or more


SECTION 4: PURPOSE & SCOPE OF WORK

A. Operations Identifier

Check the box related to the primary intent of the proposed equipment
☐ Processing 
☐ Aggregation
☐ Distribution
☐ Value Added Production
☐ Other 
	


B. Statement of Intent

Check all that apply (not all will apply to all applicants):

☐ If funded, the special purpose equipment purchased will only be utilized for middle-of-the-supply chain activities that occur in Maine
☐ The majority of ingredients (51 percent or more of all product ingredients by volume, excluding water) will be raw agricultural products that are grown and harvested in Maine during the grant performance period.
☐ All foods and beverages related to this application will include one or more Maine grown and harvested raw agricultural products (ingredients)
☐ A statement is provided to list which product ingredients are unable to be fully sourced from Maine grown and harvested ingredients.
☐ Substantial transformation (processing) of the ingredients in the product(s) will occur in Maine
☐ The application entity will be primarily responsible for the operation, maintenance, and reporting of the equipment.

C. Background & Purpose

Please describe your organization in terms of size (gross sales, number of employees, production volume, number of years in operation, and geographic reach (community, state, regional, national, and global distribution) (250 words or less).

 
	



D. Impact to Maine’s Middle of the Supply Chain

Please describe the impact on Maine’s middle of the supply chain capacity and resilience this equipment investment will have. Describe the specific and existing problem, barrier, gap, and/or need in Maine’s middle of the supply chain that this equipment investment will address (250 words or less).


	











E. Impact to the Applicant’s Business



Please describe how this equipment investment will impact the applicant’s business viability. How will this equipment investment improve sales channels and increase access to more and better markets for the applicant’s business entity? To what degree will the equipment investment improve the applicant’s business resiliency? Will the equipment investment create opportunities to build upon these efforts after the initial first year of implementation? (500 words or less).


	




F. Maine RFSI Priorities
Please Select one Maine priority area that best aligns with the purpose of this application

 ☐ Equipment investments that will support processing and packaging improvements (including value-added processing, co-packing, canning, preserving, drying, hulling, shelling, milling, cooking, baking, juicing, distilling, and fermenting).
☐  Equipment investments that will support storage and distribution improvements (including cold storage, delivery, and distribution).
☐ Equipment investments that will resolve middle-of-the-supply-chain challenges within Maine’s targeted agricultural products (specialty crops, dairy and eggs, grains for human consumption, aquaculture, and specialty food products).
Please describe how this equipment investment will address a Maine RFSI priority area (250 words or less).


	



G. USDA RFSI Priorities
Please Select one USDA priority area that best aligns with the purpose of this application
☐ Expand value-added product capacity and resiliency
· Equipment investments that support the development of value-added products available to consumers. 
· Focus on small and medium-sized enterprises that add options and choices for consumers and producers (emphasis on value-added);
☐ Workforce/economic impact
· Equipment investments that support activities that provide fair prices, fair wages and new and safe job opportunities that keep profits in rural communities.
· Equipment investments that offer family-supporting job quality and treatment/safety of workers; 
☐ Diversity of processing infrastructure
· Equipment investments that increase diversity in processing options in terms of business model approaches, geography, and availability to underserved communities.
· Applications that are submitted by cooperatives, farmer- and worker-owned enterprises.
☐ Equipment investments that offer more and better market opportunities and new streams of revenue to small and mid-sized agricultural producers, including those who may not have access to value-added opportunities or processing to meet market demand for premium or value-added products, such as underserved producers.

Please describe how this equipment investment will address a USDA RFSI priority area (250 words or less).


	




H. Viability , Feasibility, and Readiness

Please, in 500 words or less, provide additional information to help the reviewers better understand your proposed equipment investment purpose and scope of work. Please include information that will illustrate the applicant’s readiness to purchase equipment within three months of receipt of a funding contract and readiness to implement equipment utilization within six months of funding (or a well-justified alternate timeline within the grant performance period ending May 24, 2026. 

Describe the applicant’s capacity to measure and evaluate equipment activities and to report on outcomes.

Describe the applicant’s reasonable assurances that the entity will be viable and economically sustainable after RFSI funding has ended.

	




SECTION 5: EQUIPMENT INVESTMENT BENEFIT AND STAKEHOLDER SUPPORT

A. Benefit to Historically Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

Please indicate if this equipment investment will benefit  Historically Underserved Farmers and Ranchers other than the applicant (see RFA for definitions applicable to this application; select all that apply).

☐ Beginning Farmer and Ranchers
☐ Socially Disadvantaged Farmer
☐ Veteran Producer or Processor
☐ Limited Resource Farmer
☐ Local Food Purchase Assistance (LFPA) Producer Partner
Please describe how the equipment investment will directly benefit historically underserved local farmers (other than the applicant entity). How, if at all, were these historically underserved local farmers involved in the development of this application, how do they relate to the proposed purpose and outcomes? (250 words or less).


	




B. Distressed Communities Index

Using the Distressed Communities Index Map, provide the community distress score for the county(ies) benefiting from your application. Note: U.S. Territories are not required to submit Distressed Communities Index data. Add rows for additional counties, as needed. 

	
	County
	Distress Score

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	




C. Community Impact

Please estimate the number of local and regional farms and agricultural producers this proposal will impact (do not include the applicant). For example, if the applicant will purchase apples from 3 orchards and strawberries from 5 farms to make strawberry and apple jam, list 8 in the box below.

	




Please list and describe the specific farms, processors, food businesses and community members the equipment investment will benefit (other than the applicant entity; 250 word maximum).

	



D. External Stakeholder Support

Please list describe the partners and stakeholders (other than the applicant) that support this equipment investment. Why do they support your work and how will they demonstrate their support as you implement your proposal if awarded? 250 words maximum

	




SECTION 6: EXPECTED PERFORMANCE MEASURES

A. USDA Provided Expected Performance Measures
The outcomes and performance measures below provide a framework that allows grant subrecipients to track and evaluate equipment activities. Please select 1-3 of the following predetermined indicators and provide expected numbers based on the application’s scope of work. Select N/A if not applicable to the proposed application. If awarded, subrecipients will be required to report on the selected metrics through the award performance period ending May 24, 2026 and may be requested to provide annual reporting updates through May 24, 2028. 


	OUTCOME 2: CAPACITY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN FOR LOCAL/REGIONAL FOOD PRODUCTS

	Indicator
	Description
	Expected Numbers
	N/A

	2.3
	Number of processing equipment units purchased and installed:
	
	☐

	2.5
	Number of aggregation, storage, distribution equipment units
purchased and installed:
	
	☐



	OUTCOME 3: INCREASE ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF LOCAL/REGIONAL PRODUCERS AND PROCESSORS

	Indicator
	Description
	Expected Numbers
	N/A

	3.2
	Number of local/regional agricultural producers who benefited
from the new or improved processing/aggregation/storage or distribution capacity:
	
	☐

	3.3
	Number of new local/regional products processed, aggregated,
stored or distributed:
	
	☐

	3.4
	Number of new value-added products developed:
	
	☐

	3.5
	Number of new market outlets established:
	
	☐




Please describe the activities that you will conduct as they relate to the selected expected performance measures. How do the expected performance measures align with the application’s purpose and scope of work? What specific equipment activities will allow you to achieve the performance measures? (500 words maximum).

	





SECTION 7: BUDGET NARRATIVE

A. Itemized Budget

Please list all  special purpose equipment to be purchased under the grant. Special purpose equipment such as such as, canners, hulling processors, egg packing machines, flotation tanks, roasters, or other processing equipment, packing and labeling equipment, or delivery vehicles must be used for a specific eligible middle of the supply chain food and beverage activity and not be used for general business operational needs. Please review the RFA for details regarding allowable costs.

Please list all equipment expenses requested. Please include all implements to be purchased to make each equipment item operational (e.g. the full cost of a commercial food processor with necessary and reasonable blades, attachments, shipping and handling or the full cost of a refrigeration delivery vehicle with vendor installed coolers). Implements, blades, and attachments not directly purchased with the equipment item and costing less than $2,500 per item will be considered to be supplies and are ineligible for this grant).

Be sure to submit the necessary letter(s) to document that the Evidence of Critical Resources and Infrastructure necessary for the proposed purchases, activities, and outcomes are in place at the time of application.






	Equipment Number
(NOT Quantity)
	Equipment Item
(List each item separately, add rows as needed)
	Vendor Name
	Will be purchased within 3 months of funding? 
Y/N
	Activities will be implemented within 6 months of funding? 
Y/N
	Quoted Purchase Price
	Funds Requested 

	1
	
	
	
	
	$
	$

	2
	
	
	
	
	$
	$

	3
	
	
	
	
	$
	$

	4
	
	
	
	
	$
	$

	Total Equipment-Only Budget Requested
	$
	$

	If the quoted purchase price is greater than the funds requested, please describe how the remaining funds needed are committed and secured at the time this application is submitted:
	

	Note: applicants indicating that a loan will be used to fund the difference between purchase costs and the grant award must submit a pre-qualification or pre-approval letter from a financial institution (dated on/after August 1, 2024) within the vendor quote documents file. 




B. Equipment Justification

Please clearly and concisely explain and justify each piece of equipment and how it relates to the purpose, scope of work, and expected outcomes. Use this as an opportunity to paint a picture of how funds will be used to accomplish the expected outcomes.

	Equipment Number
(Must match above)
	Equipment Item
(List each item separately, add rows as needed)
	Item Justification

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	
Total Number of Items to be Purchased:
	






Applicants must submit a vendor quote(s) to substantiate the costs of each piece of equipment, which can include a written sales estimate, catalog /online vendor pricing, or binding quotes provided by a commercial vendor entity. Used equipment is allowable.

C. Budget Prioritization

Please indicate a prioritized ranking of your proposed budget. This may be useful in the event of partial funding awards and/or if the quoted equipment pricing is no longer accurate at the time of award. 

Priority 1 = Items essential to proposed activities and outcomes; the equipment investment would not achieve the stated purpose and objectives if these items were not funded. The applicant would not accept funding if these items were excluded from the award. 

Priority 2 = Items important but less essential to proposed activities and outcomes; the equipment investment would likely achieve the stated purposes and objectives at a marginally reduced level if these items were not funded. The applicant would accept funding if these items were excluded from the award but may need to make significant adjustments to the proposed activities and outcomes.


Priority 3 = Items meaningful but not essential to proposed activities and outcomes. The applicant would accept funding if these items were excluded from the funding award but may need to make minor adjustments to the proposed activities and outcomes. 


	Equipment Number
(Must match above)
	Equipment Item
(List each item separately, add rows as needed)
	Priority Rank
1, 2, 3

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
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